Apple <--> Atari Communications 

by Roland Gustafsson 2/19/86 


The Apple- Atari Communications software allows you to easily transfer 
data between the two computers. The Apple controls all aspects of the 
transfer. 


The Apple end is a routine called "XA" which loads at location 700 ($2BC). 

It is designed to be called from BASIC. There are 5 entry points. 

CALL XA, <byt*> tend single byte 

CALL Xft+3, <*ord> tend two bytes 

CALL XA+fl, < start >,< length > tend range of eeeory 

CALL XA+9,<strlng exp> tend string <and nothing but, lerno zero) 

CALL XB+12,<start>, < l*ngth> Receive range of i— ory free Atari. 

The Atari end of the program is auto-booted from the Apple-Atari Transfer 
Software disk. It loads from $2000.2FFF and includes CORDOS which is 
used by The Print Shop and The Print Shop Companion. Zero page usage is 
$80.8F. The Atari end of the transfer software is the part that must 
respond to commands from the Apple. It supports 7 different commands. 
The commands are called from the Apple by CALL X A, (command). The 
parameters, if any, that follow are dependent upon the command. Here are 
the specifics: 

0- Aeceive Block 

< star ting address> (eord) 

<l«ngth> (eord) 

<data> 

1 - Exscut* CORDOS coee and 

<f i l*naM>,<z*ro byt*> <t*xt followed by zaro) 

<s tar ting address para** ter > (eord) 

< langth pa ra— tar> (word) 

< CORDOS coe*and> <byt*> 

2- CATflLOO a CORDOS disk, no paraeeters. 

3- JSR to subroutin* in Atari. Returns to transfar software. 

< address > (eord) 

4- Read sectors into Atari m m ory 

< buffer address> (eord) 

< sector nueber> Coord 
< sec tors to read in> (byte) 

5- Urite sectors froe Atori eeeory 

< buffer address> (word) 

< sec tor nueber> (eord) 

< sec tors to write out> (byte) 

6- Send eeeory froe Atari to fyple. 

< star ting oddre ss > (eord) Atari receives 
<length> (eord) Atari receives 
<data> Atari sends to Apple! 
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